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ANALYSIS 


MARKETS DIVE MORE NORMAL THAN NOT 


A number of factors could be behind the past few —_—smside: Mondays Without DOW TAKES A BIG FALL 
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Wall Streets brisk, record-set- index both suffered 6 percent losses meaningful may be more tied to one’s 25,000 
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STUDENTSIN CRISIS HIGH DESERT 


CAUGHT OFF GUARD. fetes! 
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The head of the union that rep- 
resents employees at the federal 
prison in Victorville said he plans 
to carry to Washington next week 
his concerns that nationwide staff- 
ing cuts will endanger the safety 
of guards, inmates and the public. 


Spike in mental health needs surprised = | John Kostelnik, who has al- 
5 2 : : = SS ready spoken with Rep. Paul Cook, 
colleges; now they're trying to catch up : Sa R-Apple Valley, said he has lined 
: : N on Os up 14 appointments with lawmak- 

By Andre Mouchard, Chris Haire Si Re VA S ers. 


and Claudia Boyd-Barrett d r ANN The Bureau of Prisons an- 
Staff writers 3 s x À X nounced in late January that it is 
reducing its staff by 11.95 percent 
by not filling vacant positions. 
That means 120 jobs at the Vic- 
torville prison that are unfilled be- 
cause of a hiring freeze will re- 
main empty, Kostelnik said. 

A bureau representative said 
in an emailed statement that the 
agency does not believe the cuts 
will affect anyone’s safety, and 
that staffing levels are being low- 
ered in response to a 16 percent re- 
duction in the federal prison pop- 
ulation since 2013. 

“They continue to say we are 
going to be fine and no one’s in 
jeopardy, but we are very much in 
jeopardy,” Kostelnik, a case man- 
ager, said in a phone interview. 

Kostelnik said the bureau’s 2018 
PA È LA budget could call for additional 

EV AA / i 4 cuts, which he believes would re- 

al f sult in actual layoffs. 
ET NESS The Victorville Federal Correc- 

Bar tional Complex includes one max- 


“Are you actually going to kill yourself?” 

Sociology professor Kristen Hourigan stared 
intently at Beth Yuan, an academic adviser at 
Cal State Los Angeles, waiting for a response. 

To both women, the question felt uncomfort- 
ably frank. But blunt talk — asking a student di- 
rectly about his or her suicidal intent — was the 
key point. They were role-playing in a two-day 
training seminar called Mental Health First Aid, 
and mincing words wasn’t really an option. 

Hourigan and Yuan were two of some 
20 faculty, staff and university-employed 
students attending the recent session. 

Such on-campus training is increas- 
ingly common, as colleges seek to 
raise awareness about student men- 
tal health woes that, at many schools, 
are approaching a crisis level. 

To some degree, anxiety and depres- 
sion have always been part of the college ex- 
perience. But over the past five years, the > 
number of students seeking help for men- SO ST 
tal health symptoms has outpaced overall za Jf 
enrollment growth by 25 percent, according ISS - 


to a 2016 report by the Center of Collegiate C= : =) Sy Sa af imum-security prison, two me- 
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gether house about 3,600 prison- 
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MIDDLE EAST 


U.S. begins reducing troop levels in Iraq 


Move emphasizes 


An Iraqi official 
says the U.S. troop 
presence in Iraq 
will be drawn down 
to about 4,000, 


spokesman and Western contractors 


By Susannah George A ; 
ETT ; F said Monday. who will work as 
new priorities as ea PAPU ARAU EANTA The move marks a shift in priori- trainers of the 
e Associated Press 


Iragi military. In 
late September, 
it reportedly 
numbered 8,892. 
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F ties for the U.S. following the collapse 
dozens of soldiers AL-ASAD AIRBASE, IRAQ » The U.S. has of the extremists’ so-called caliphate 
. started to reduce the number of its late last year. It also comes about three 

already shifted tO troops in Iraq after Baghdad’s decla- months ahead of Iraqi national elec- 
: ration of victory over the Islamic State tions in which paramilitary groups 

Afghanistan group last year, an Iraqi government IRAQ » PAGE 2 
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An 1863 military 
recruitment 
broadside will be 
on display at the 
Lincoln Shrine in 
Redlands. 
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Welcome back, 
Jimbo 

Former KCAL FM radio 
personality Jim “Jim- 
bo” Smith, who was 


Presidential parade, 
party set for Saturday 
Speeches, Civil War re- 
enactors and new exhibits 
will be part of the annual 
celebration at the Lincoln 
Memorial Shrine in Red- 
lands this weekend. LOCAL 1 


Is labor unrest looming 
on the diamond? 
As spring training approaches, 
the relationship between base- 
ball’s players and management 
is as fractured as it has been recently laid off, now 
in a long time, columnist Jim f leads an online comedy 
Alexander says. SPORTS KCALFM.cOM show. LOCAL1 
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